
 
FOR INFORMATION 
 
Development Management Section   
Update on Performance against Government monitored targets 
 
Government designation statistics 
 
Members may recall that the government has targets in place to monitor local 
authorities planning performance. Local Planning Authorities that are deemed to 
be underperforming can now be designated for special measures with regard to 
both major and non-major development as well as the quality of decisions.   
 
The statistics for the 2022 designation period have recently been published. 
 
For speed of decisions: 

 For applications for major development: 
Government Target : 60% decisions made between April 2020 and March 
2022 (2 year period) to be made within the statutory determination period 
or have an agreed extended period for decision. 
 
DBC performance: 77% decisions were made within the statutory 
determination period or had an agreed extended period for decision 
 

 For applications for non-major development:  
Target: 70% made between April 2020 and March 2022 to be made with 
the statutory determination period or have an agreed extended period for 
decision. 
DBC: 77% decisions were made within the statutory determination period 
or had an agreed extended period for decision 

 
For quality of decisions: 

 Appeal decisions for both major and non-major development are 
monitored for a 2 year period.  If more than 10% of an authority’s total 
decisions are overturned at appeal then the authority will be designated. 
The government’s tables show the 24 month period April 2019 to March 
2021 (which allows the period for the appeals to be determined following 
decisions): 
 
DBC 0% major decisions were over-turned on appeal (i.e. allowed) 
This breaks down to just 1 major development which went to appeal out of 
62 major decisions made.  
 
DBC 1.2% minor and other decisions were over-turned on appeal 
(i.e.allowed) 
This is made up of 39 appeal decisions of which 13 were overturned. 

 
 



The Council is therefore well within the targets set by government currently. 
However, it is worth noting that there has been a drop in performance in relation 
to minor applications (reported to members in July in the quarterly performance 
report) due to the sustained application surge in 2021 causing a backlog in 
applications. This surge has been further exacerbated by staff turnover and 
problems with attracting experienced planners. There is a need to focus on 
tackling this backlog and reducing caseloads in order to improve performance 
within the minor application category. In addition officers continue to work to 
maintain good working relationships with developers submitting major 
applications as this category is also very sensitive due to the smaller number of 
major applications received by the authority each year. 
 
 
 


